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Dear Mr. Bonich:

You requested an opinion regarding any ethical
violations pertaining to your ability to present a bid
package to design bus shelters in the Village of Key
Biscayne.

In your letter you advised the Ethics Commission that
you are an architect and that your wife is a permit clerk
in the Village of Key Biscayne. Recently, the city’s
Department of Building, Zoning & Planning issued an
Advertisement for Bids for bus shelters and other
future jobs. Due to your wife’s employment within the
Department of Building, Zoning & Planning you were
informed by the Department Director that you would
be prohibited from responding to the above-mentioned
advertisement.

According to Section 2-11.1 (c), Prohibition on
transacting business within the County, of the Miami-
Dade County Conflict of Interest and Code of Ethics
Ordinance, which is applicable to the cities, you would
be prohibited from entering into a contract with the
Department of Building, Zoning & Planning.

Section 2-11.1 (¢) does not prevent any employee as
defined in subsection (b)(6) or his or her immediate
family as defined in subsection (b)(9) from entering
into any contract in which the employee or any
member of his or her immediate family has a
controlling financial interest [which is defined as 10%
or more of the outstanding capital stock in a
corporation or interest in a business entity] with
Miami-Dade County or any person or agency acting
for Miami-Dade County, as long as the contract would
not interfere with the employee’s duties, the employee
did not participate or determine the contract
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requirements and the employee’s job responsibilities
and job description will not require him or her to be
involved in the contract in any way.

However, as stated further in the section, the employee
or his or her immediate family may not enter into a
contract if the employee works in the county
department which will enforce, oversee or administer
the subject contract.

Also be advised that this is an informal opinion issued
by the Ethics Commission’s legal staff and reviewed
by its Executive Director; it is based solely on the facts
as stated in your letter.

Should you have any additional questions regarding
this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at
(305) 350-0615.

Sincerely,
&é -

Christina Prkic

Staff Attorney
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