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July 16, 2002
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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ARDYTH WALKER
S TAFE C EN E RAL COUN SEL

DearMr. Bonich:

You requestedan opinionregardingany ethical
violationspertainingto your ability to presenta bid
packageto designbussheltersin theVillage ofKey
Biscayne.

In your letteryou advisedtheEthics Commissionthat
you arean architectandthat your wife is a permit clerk
in theVillage ofKey Biscayne.Recently,thecity’s
DepartmentofBuilding, Zoning& Planningissuedan
Advertisementfor Bids for bussheltersandother
futurejobs. Dueto yourwife’s employmentwithin the
DepartmentofBuilding, Zoning& Planningyou were
informedby theDepartmentDirectorthat you would
be prohibitedfrom respondingto theabove-mentioned
advertisement.

Accordingto Section2-11.1c,Prohibition on
transactingbusinesswithin the County,of theMiami-
DadeCounty Conflict ofInterestand CodeofEthics
Ordinance,which is applicableto thecities, you would
be prohibitedfrom enteringinto acontractwith the
DepartmentofBuilding, Zoning & Planning.

Section2-11.1cdoesnot Feventany employeeas
definedin subsectionb6 or his orher immediate
family asdefinedin subsectionb9 from entering
into any contractin which theemployeeor any
memberofhis or her immediateflimily hasa
controllingfinancialinterest [which is definedas10%
or moreoftheoutstandingcapitalstock in a
corporationor interestin abusinessentity] with
Miami-DadeCounty or anypersonor agencyacting
for Miami-DadeCounty, aslong asthecontractwould
not interferewith the employee’sduties,theemployee
did not participateor determinethecontract

.
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requirementsandthe employee’sjob responsibilities
andjob descriptionwill not requirehim orherto be
involved in thecontractin any way.

However,asstatedfurther in thesection,theemployee
orhis or herimmediatefamily maynot enterinto a
contractif theemployeeworks in thecounty
departmentwhichwill enforce,overseeor administer
thesubjectcontract.

Also be advisedthatthis is an informalopinion issued
by the EthicsCommission’slegal staffand reviewed
by its ExecutiveDirector; it is basedsolely on thefacts
asstatedin your letter.

Shouldyou haveany additional questionsregarding
this matter,pleasedo not hesitateto contactmeat
305 350-0615.

Sincerely,

ChristinaPrkic
StaffAttorney
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I amapracticing cbitectby profts4ionaAiavepit prà6iicicxg-thislamepç4fession L -

for thepasttwenty-flvtyiars. As such,I wórk& all municipalitIesin Miami-DadeC4unty, -

My Wife is eihplCyedby -1ie- Villag*of KeyBiscayneas-onecdseveralpermit ledcs. -‘

ThereWas anAdvertisetflit fur: Bids issue4b’j’ theVillage bf KeyDfs4*’ne for bussheltersand
1xturejobsin andaboutioVUMge ofXey l3tsvayne. IwasadvisedbythePirectoràifPlanning
ad Zoning of-the Vii1ag4pKcy-Biscaync that I couLdnotpresentabd packagebecajisemy
Wife workedwithin the.*jllage andsonicWei$dconstituteacontlièta! interest.
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I feelthat thisi inftfrgementofihy rightsandwâuldie.jrour opinionas4 whether
ornot thereareany ethj ; violatiosor con icts-ofinteitstjnthiscase.

- Your prompt-atteiànto-ththatterIisreatIyapprciated. - -
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